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MOONS
FACT SHEET

Definition of the Moon

· Earth’s only natural satellite and our nearest neighbor in space.
Moon Facts

· Names:  Luna, Selene, Phoebe, Osiris, Hecate, Bridgit, Cybele, Artemis, Anu and many others.

· Our calendar is based upon the lunar phase cycle.

· Ancient people considered the moon a sister planet.

· Three major theories of the origin of the moon are capture, accretion and impact.

· It is 2,160 miles in diameter (just under four moons would fit across the diameter of the Earth).

· It is 238,855 miles from the Earth on average (thirty of the Earth’s diameters away).

· It is an ancient, lifeless, sterile, airless, waterless world exposed to the vacuum of space.

· Temperature highs and lows range from 253°F to -387°F.

· Its principal occupation is reflecting light from the Sun and its gravity has a stabilizing effect on the axis of rotation of the Earth.

· The moon’s gravity in conjunction with the sun affects our ocean’s tides.

· It takes 27.32 days to orbit the Earth at an average speed of 2,300 miles per hour.

· The phases of the moon are a consequence of its orbit around the Earth with the phase at any given time dictated by the position of the moon, earth, and sun.  It takes 29.53 days to complete this cycle.

· It is the only Solar System body visited by man.

Definition of a Lunar Eclipse

· When the Earth is between the sun and the moon and casts its shadow upon the moon.

Definition of a Solar Eclipse

· When the moon is between the Earth and the sun and casts its shadow upon the Earth.

Copyright 2007-2009

[image: image1.jpg]