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CONSTELLATIONS

FACT SHEET

Astronomy vs. Astrology:

· Astronomy is the study of the physical contents of the universe.
· Astrology is the ancient practice of connecting human events to natural celestial motions and events of the sun, moon, and planets among the constellations of the Zodiac.
Definition of a Constellation:

· A constellation is one of eighty-eight officially recognized patterns of stars that divide the sky into sections.
· It also refers to the historical, mythological or other figures that represented earlier divisions of the sky.
Definition of an Asterism:

· An asterism is a distinctive pattern of stars that forms part of one or more constellations but is not itself a constellation.
Definition of the Celestial Sphere:

· The celestial sphere is the imaginary sphere enveloping the Earth upon which the stars and constellations and other objects appear to lie.
Definition of the Horizon:

· The horizon is the edge of our vision encompassing 180( of a circle in altitude


and 360( of a circle in azimuth.
Definition of the Zenith:

· The zenith is the point of sky directly over the observer’s head.
Definition of the Celestial Poles:

· The celestial poles are imaginary points on the sky where the Earth’s rotation axis extended infinitely would touch the imaginary celestial sphere.
Definition of the Zodiac:

· The Zodiac is the name given to the twelve constellations that lie along the path of the sun on the sky.
· The moon and planets are also seen along this path.
Definition of the Ecliptic:

· The ecliptic is the apparent path of the sun around the celestial sphere.
Constellation Facts:

· The stars that make up a constellation are very distant. Scale reference ____________________ 
· Though they appear to be 2-D to us, they are 3-D.
· In most cases, their stars are not physically connected or related to one another.
· At any given point throughout the night, we can see three different seasons of constellations. ___________, _________________, ________________
· Their history goes back to the dawn of man. Earliest reference known is _____________.
· Every culture throughout time has developed their own ways of mapping and connecting star patterns in the sky.
· Western culture star patterns originated with the Babylonians, the Hebrews and Arabic people.
· Eastern culture star patterns originated with the Chinese.
· The Incas and Mayans of Central and South America had their own sky patterns.
· The constellations of the Zodiac can also be referred to as the stations of the sun.
· In 1930, the International Astronomical Union officially recognized the eighty-eight constellations and sections of the sky.
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