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Geology Fact Sheet
	Metamorphic Rock
	Rock that has changed under the influence of heat, pressure, or some other agent without passing through a liquid phase.

Examples are marble, which can be formed from limestone, and slate, which is formed from shale.

	Sedimentary Rock
	Rock that has formed through the deposition and solidification of sediment, especially sediment transported by water (rivers, lakes, and oceans), ice (glaciers), and wind. Sedimentary rocks are often deposited in layers, and frequently contain fossils.

Examples: Limestone and shale are common sedimentary rocks.

	Igneous Rock
	Rocks formed by the cooling and solidifying of molten materials. Igneous rocks can form beneath the Earth's surface, or at its surface, as lava.

Examples: Granite, solid volcanic lava, and basalt are examples of igneous rock.

	Intrusive Igneous Rock
	Igneous rocks that have formed below the surface.  

Examples: Granite, Gabbro

	Extrusive Igneous Rock
	Igneous rocks that have formed above the surface.  

Examples: Basalt (Lava rock) 

	Magma
	Molten material beneath or within the earth's crust, from which igneous rock is formed.

	Continental Crust
	The crust, the outer layer of the earth, under the continents

	Oceanic Crust
	The crust, the outer layer of the earth, under the oceans

	Subduction
	Geologic process in which one edge of one crustal plate is forced below the edge of another.

	Divergent Plate Boundaries
	Where new crust is generated as the plates pull away from each other.

	Convergent Plate Boundaries
	Are locations where lithospheric plates are moving towards one another. The plate collisions that occur in these areas can produce earthquakes, volcanic activity and crustal deformation

	Transform Plate Boundaries
	Occur where plates are grinding past one another, like the San Andreas fault.








